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9-’^. • Federal aj:ehis were aware that Cliicaf*o 
Black Panthers were hulinR larpc pun caches 
a year heforc police raided Ihc West Side 
aparfment of Fred Hampton, TIte Sun-Times 
Wmed Saturday. 

FBf| knowlctlpe of the gun caches — not 
*■ reported by a 1970 federal grand jury that 
Investigated the iH-fnted 1969 police raid — 
was uncovered in a federal court deposition 
• - taken last Jan. 12 from an FBT informant who 

Infiltrated Panthers here in 1968, 

Tlie disclosure, by informant William M. 
O’Neal .Ir., 24, calls Into question two ele- 
ments of the Panther raid case that were as- 
sumed to be settled: 

(1) The FBI role in gathering the original 
tip that guns were being held by Panthers, 
which infomiation was used by Chicago po- 
Uce to obtain search warrants. 


' ,r. (2) The timing of the raid by Chicago po- 

A'j Itcemen assigned to the office of State's Atty. 

r / “ • ' Edward V. Hanrahan. 

^ Official explanations of the FBI role in the 
^ * raid have indicated that on Nov. 21, 1969, an 
unidentified FBI agent In Chicago first re- 
, celved information that guns were being 
stockpiled in the Hampton apartment, at 2237 
: ' W. Monroe. 

’ ‘ % The grandjufy report on the raid goes on to 

V say that the tip was turned over routinely to 
^ both Chicago police and to the state's attor- 
-w , " ney's office. Subsequently, the state's attor- 
^ ney’s police planned a raid for the last week 
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uled for Dec. 4. 1969. 


* . * However, the 185-page court document, cov- 

; ering five hours of questions and answers tak- 

V . . cn Jan. 12 in the federal building In Detroit, 
! . reveals that O'Neal began giving gun iofor- 

’ . ' mation to FBI agent Roy M. Mitchell as early 

* . . as late 1968, a year before the officially re- 

y ■ porte^ tip. . 

. O'Neal's statement makes no explanation 
for the delay in official decisions by FBI or 
-li % the Chicago police to conduct a raid and re- 
I cover the weapons. But at one point he told 
f • \ attorneys: 

, f "Well, from March, 1969, on, guns weren't 

* * too much of an Issue because he (Mitchell) 

* ' • knew basically what their (the Panthers') po- 

I , altlon was as far as arms were concerned. 

I * * "He knew they had a lot of guns. It wasn't 

I . • that Important unless a trainioad of guns or 

[ . something came in and that never hap- 


purge of milimnis. 

He was qiicsllonixi by Chicago aMoriiuj/s 
Jeffrey Han.s. Dcnni.s Cunningham and Fllfrtt 
Taylor, roprc.^^cnimg ihc family of Hampton 
and siinivors of the raid. The family has ; 
Sued Hanrahan and 13 others In U.S. DistrliCt 
Court asking for S3.75 million in damap^cs. > 
Also.attending the deposition was Asst. U.S. ' 
Alty. Sheldon R. Waxmdn, representing tbe . 
government. 

O'Neal, who was the key government wlt- 
nc.ss in the 1973 civil rights murder trial of t. 
former Chicago Police Sgt. Stanley B. Rob- ; 
inson, said he infiUrated the Panthers for pay 
• after being requested to do so by Mitchell. 

Shortly, O'Neal said, he gained the con- " 

, fidence of Hampton and Rush, under whom'., 
he worked as chief of security for Panther *' 
headquarters at ^ 2350 W. Madison, a bIfKk 
; from 'the raided apartment. / 

O'Neal’s job was to maintain the Panthers’ V 
arsenal and give instructions to party mem-' 1 
bers who were lo use weapons to defend the . i 
headquarters. j 

The Informant said xhat following sev^eral .-^ 
police and FBI raids In the summer and, fall I 
of 1969, Rush declared Panther headquarters ' T 
"Indefensible” and guns were removed from j 
the building. • 

- O'Neal .said he was told by Mitchell Chat it ' ‘ 
was not his information that was used on Dec. * \ 
4, 1969, by the raiding police. / * * I . 

Killed in the raid besides Haraptom was ! 

•' Mark Clark, 21, a party leader from 'Peoria, i 
Seven others survived the raid and hav^^ filed : 

. suit charging police wi th ex ces;sive , 


. * ' pened.” O’Neal said. 

Under further questioning, O'Neal de- 
scribed being in the Hampton apartment 
f. '** ' oionths before the raid and said he saw guns 

,• y..' "standing up in the corner, 'laying on fioors, 

^ •. . banging on the walls, pockets, hips, pants." 

^ O'Neal's statement covers his role as secur- 

► Ity chief for the Chicago Black Panthers and * 
f • - ' sometimes bodyguard for both Hampton and 
f his successor, Bobby Rush, from late 1968 un- ‘ ; 

1; ~ til mid-1970. when he was removed in a party ' 










